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carved  often from lovely  native   woods,   birch,  oak, or
lime.

It is said that the Soviet order has destroyed the homes
of Russia. If by cc destruction of the home " is meant
moral infidelity and looseness of living, the charge is false.
The moral atmosphere has cleared.

If the economic home is meant, the charge is true. For
by the economic home we mean the home where the
husband works at the factory and earns money to pay the
family bills, whilst the wife does the household drudgery,
dependent economically on her husband, and debarred
from social and political life. In English homes of the
upper class the wife is still economically dependent upon
her husband, but her husband's larger income frees her
from drudgery: cooks, housemaids, and parlour-maids
relieve her of one half of the household tasks, nurses and
governesses the other half.

The Soviet Union has smashed up this old home economy,
and few will mourn its departure.

The woman is no longer economically dependent on her
husband. He cannot prevent her working, where paid
work makes her economically independent of him, while
the creche and kindergarten make her largely independent
of former household cares.

The economic home has lost. But the family has gained.
The new economic freedom gives to the woman ampler
leisure to enjoy family life with husband and children.
She mingles in social and political activities. She fulfils
skilled tasks. She is the intellectual companion of her
husband, with an intelligent interest in his work. She
guides and directs her children from the new level of the
experienced citizen. She has, in a word, gained that
measure of independence of the kitchen and the nursery
which the wealthy classes always endeavour to achieve
here. But she has gained far more than that. She has
gained a highly skilled, purposeful life, with a creative
purpose at the centre of it, which she can share with
husband and children and neighbours. No longer is it
her function merely to cook and clean, which is the lot of
nine out of ten mothers in capitalist countries; nor is it